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Last up-dated (9/1/06)

ARTICLE  I         In that the entire Ship's Company must adhere to the Ship's Articles. Any infraction shall be reported to the Skipper, who shall in turn, at his discretion, prefer charges.  These charges shall be heard and passed on in the following manner:

   1.   SKIPPER'S MAST  -  For very minor infractions a member may be called before the Skipper for a short informal hearing.  For any conviction at a Skipper's Mast, a member may receive a Reprimand, and/or a loss of up to 15 Merit Points.  A member may refuse a Skipper's Mast and would therefore be cited before a PARTIAL or FULL BOARD of INQUIRE.  Boards of Inquire shall be composed of Scout Ship Officers.

   2.    PARTIAL BOARD OF INQUIRE  -  For more serious infractions and repeat infractions and also when requested by the member, a PARTIAL BOARD of at least three (3) members shall be called.  The highest Unit Officer shall be Chairmen and it will be an informal hearing with written charges.  For any conviction of a PARTIAL BOARD, a member may receive a Reprimand, Loss of up to 100 Merit Points, Loss of Unit or Crew Office, and/or Suspension of not more then 30 days.

   3.    FULL BOARD OF INQUIRE  -  For more serious infractions and for habitual infractions, a FULL BOARD of five (5) Ship Officers shall be called.  The highest Unit Officer shall be Chairmen and one of the Officers must be either the Boatswain or Boatswain Mates.  It shall be a formal hearing with written charges.  For any conviction of a FULL BOARD a member may receive any of the above punishments and/or loss of all Merit Points, Suspension of not more then 90 days, Recommendation for Dismissal from the Unit.  Dismissal from the Ship must be approved by 75 % of the Ship's Company and 75 % of the Ship's Committee.

   4.      APPEALS  -  There is no appeal from a Skipper's Mast.  A member who does not wish a Mast shall be cited before a Board of Inquire.  Appeals from a Partial or Full Board shall be in writing within ten (10) days to the Skipper or Mate in Charge, stating briefly why the hearing and/or punishment was unfair to the member.  The Skipper shall then call an Appeals Board composed of the Skipper, Mates, and/or Committee Members.  The Appeals Board shall consist of at least three (3) members.  Rulings of the board shall be final., provide further that punishments may be lowered but not raised.

   5.      Provide further that:

            1.  A member may request that his Crew Leader or Asst. C.L. be a member of the

                 Board of Inquire.

            2.  Ship's Company shall consist of all Scout members.  Adult members are

                 governed by the Ship's Committee.

            3.  A member may have a registered Ship Scout member as his defense counsel at

                 Board hearings, but not at a Mast.

            4.  The Skipper of Mate in Charge may request approval of a punishment imposed

                  by the Board from the Ship's Committee.

            5.  The Skipper or Mate in Charge may suspend any member charged from the

                  time of infraction to time of inquire.

            6.  At least one Adult shall be present for all Board hearings.

            7.  Violators must have at least one week's notice before the hearing. (not a Mast) 

                  Provide that violators may wave this right.

            8.  Statures of Limitations for all infractions is three (3) months.

ARTICLE  II     PURPOSE, NAME, and MOTTO  -  The purpose of this unit shall be to bring young men and women together who are interested in seamanship and to learn to work and have fun together, and to build a better future in citizenship, character, and service to others.  The name of the Ship (Unit) shall be SSS Sea Eagle.  The motto of SSS Sea Eagle shall be "Help Is Just Around The Corner."

ARTICLE  III    SHIP OFFICERS  -

    1.  The Ship's Company shall be composed of a Boatswain, Boatswain's Mate for Administration, Boatswain’s Mate for Program, Yeoman, Purser, Storekeeper, and a Crew Leader and Asst. C.L. for each Crew.  All of the above Officers shall be members of the Crews of the Ship, except the Boatswain and Boatswain's Mates.

    2.  When the Ship has 12 or more members, there shall be Crews formed with membership between 4 to 8 persons.

    3.  Election of Officers shall be by secret ballet at a Ship Meeting in August.  Election of Crew Officers shall be by secret ballet within each Crew at the same meeting.  Members who will be absent shall notify the Skipper or Mate in Charge in writing and may submit an absentee ballet.  This ballet shall have the voters name on the envelope and shall be sealed until elections are conducted.

    4.  All elected Officers shall take office on September 1st.  Vacancies occurring in any office shall be filled by an election at the next Ship Meeting, and shall be for the unexpired term.  No officer shall serve more then two successive full terms (2 Years) in the same office.

     5.  Effective 1 October 1999, candidates for the office of Boatswain and Boatswain’s Mate must be at least Ordinary Rank.  Candidates for Crew leader must be at least Apprentice Rank.  All other officers are not required to have rank.

ARTICLE IV     DUTIES  -  All members shall be governed by the rules and procedures set forth in the official B.S.A. Sea Scout Manual as pertaining to their duties.  Provided that there is no Ship publication contrary to it.  Each member has a responsibility to the Ship.  If one member fails to carry his/her load in the Ship, or fails in his/her assigned responsibilities to the inconvenience of the Ship, such failure may cause the Ship's program to faultier.

ARTICLE V     VISITORS  -  All persons wishing to visit a Ship activity must first contact a member for an invitation.  Said member shall then in turn contact the Skipper or Mate in Charge and obtain permission for said visitor to attend.

ARTICLE VI    ENLISTING  - 

    1.  All young adults, ages 14 to 21 years old, wishing to join the Ship's Company must attend at least two (2) Ship activities so as to acquaint themselves with the Ship's members.  It shall further be provided that the two (2) activities shall be regular Ship Meetings unless otherwise approved by the Skipper or Mate in Charge.

    2.  New members must pay their entrance fees before they are given full membership.

    3.  Mascots:   1. The Ship shall acquire not more then five Mascots. 
                          2. They shall be from 6 to 12 years old, male or female.  They shall not

                               be considered as members of the Ship.

3. They must be immediate family members of an Adult Leader of 

      the Ship.  This adult must attend with them and have full
      responsibility for them while on ship activities.
4.  The main duty of the Mascot is to be involved in parades attended by the Ship and to look cute.

5. They shall be required to furnish their own uniforms, however the Ship may help in this matter in every way possible.  
6. They will be allowed to attend other activities when possible and when there is room for them.
7. They will be required to pay their own way at the same rate or lower as regular members.  (Such as less for food & etc.)  No extra expense will be required for them by the Ship.    

ARTICLE VII    COST OF ENLISTING  -  A cost of $ 95.00  shall be charged for all new members of the Ship's Company.  This shall include registration, unit insurance, Sea Scout Manual, 2 Ship T-shirts, Ship Sweatshirt, Ship ball cap, and a uniform deposit of $25.  The uniform deposit will be returned to the member when he/she resigns from the Ship and returns all issued uniforms and equipment.

ARTICLE VIII     DUES  -  All members of the Ship's Company shall pay dues.

         1.   At the rate of $5.00 month.  Dues shall not become in arrears for more then

               two (2) months.

         2.   Any member classified as an inactive member by the Quarterdeck, shall pay

               dues each month at the rate of $2.00.   Dues shall not become in arrears for

               more then two (2) months.  A special dues rate may be set by the QD.

3. Provide that members in arrears in any amount on  November 1st of each year
      will be suspended automatically and cited before the Board of Inquiry.

ARTICLE   IX     SIZE OF MEMBERSHIP:

          1.  Due to the Ship's Company being restricted to 35 members and further due to the desire of non-members wishing to join, it shall be declared a waste of a membership if a member fails to take part in Ship activities.  It is the aim of the Ship to extend Sea Scouting to as many young adults as possible.  For these reasons if a member fails to attend at least 50 % of scheduled Ship Activities any three (3) month period , he/she may be dropped from membership.

          2.   A member who has gradated from High School and/or reside more then 100 miles from the Ship meeting place, may apply to the Quarterdeck for inactive status.  A member who has special circumstances and not gradated and/or lives locally, may apply for "temporary" inactive status.  Inactive status members shall abide by the restrictions as set forth by the QD.  Inactive members shall not be over 21 years of age.  Inactive members are not included in the restricted maximum membership as stated in section 1 of this Article.

          3.   Provide further that a member must be cited before the Board of Inquire for violation of this Article and if punishment be dismissal, it must be approved by the membership and Ship's Committee.

ARTICLE X  -  APPEARANCE: 

          1.   All members are required to own within two (2) months of enlisting, one uniform according to the season at that time of year.  (refer to section 3 of this article)

          2.   All members are required to own within six (6) months of enlisting, one winter blue and one summer white uniform. (refer to section 3 of this article)

          3.   For as long as the supply shall last, uniforms shall be issued to members.  It is therefore no requirement that members issued uniforms must own uniforms.

          4.   All members shall wear the prescribed uniform to all Ship activities except when the Skipper or Mate in Charge wavers the wearing of the uniform.

          5.   All members going on cruises aboard ship and/or trips must have on board the number of prescribed uniforms and equipment required by the Cruise Skipper.

          6.   All uniforms must be neat and clean.  Uniforms must conform to required specifications in reference to badges and equipment.

          7.   The changing of winter to summer and summer to winter uniform shall be announced by the Ship's Skipper during the months of April and October.

          8.   There shall be no requirement as to hair length, but hair shall be neat, trim, and clean at all times.

ARTICLE XI  -  ADVANCEMENT:  No member shall be required to pass any of the four (4) ranks of Sea Scouting, but may do so if he/she wishes.

ARTICLE XII  -  CO-OPERATION:  All members shall assist and co-operate with other members while performing Ship activities.

ARTICLE XIII  -  COURTEOUS:  All members shall be courteous while on Ship activities.

ARTICLE XIV  -  LANGUAGE:  There shall be no foul language or obscene jesters used by any member while on Ship activities.

ARTICLE XV  -  AID:  All members shall render aid to those in need.

ARTICLE XVI  -  SAFETY:  All members shall obey safety precaution while on Ship activities.

ARTICLE XVII  -  SMOKING, ALCOHOL, & DRUGS:  No member may possess or use tobacco, alcohol, or illegal drugs while on Ship activities.

ARTICLE XVIII  -  LAWS & REGULATIONS:  All members shall obey both land and nautical laws and regulations.

ARTICLE XIX  -  CRUISE ARTICLES:  All members  while on board ship, must adhere to the Cruise/Trip Articles, which shall be announced by the Cruise Skipper, before the start of the cruise.  All members must follow orders issued by those in authority aboard ship.  If any question should arise as to proper orders, they shall be followed, after which the receiver may present said question to the Skipper.  Any violation of Cruise/Trip Articles shall be a violation of Ship's Articles and subject to a Board of Inquiry.

ARTICLE XX  -  CREW SELECTION:  For the safety of the Ship and Ship members, vessel crew selection shall be based on the following order:

     1.  Safety of the vessel.  Ability and knowledge of the crew members.

     2.  Member must have attended at least 25% of boatwork activities.

     3.  Largest number of Merit Points.

     4.  Number of past cruises member has attended.

     5.  25% of crew may be made up of new members for training purposes.

ARTICLE XXI  -  QD Meetings:    All Ship's Officers and one representative of each crew (Crew Leader or appointee of C.L.) shall attend QD meetings and have the right to vote on matters brought before the QD.  If the Yeoman, Purser, or Storekeeper are present, they shall not be required to be counted as a crew representative and have their own right to vote.  Adults do not have the right to vote.  Judgments of the QD can only be changed by a vote of the Ship's Committee.

ARTICLE  XXII  -  Overnight Attendance: 

     1.  All members must attend the four previous meetings before a Ship scheduled 

     overnight activity where scheduled competitive events are held.  Provided that the QD

      may issue special permission for a member to attend.  Provided further that the QD

      must determined that the member is qualified to compete in the events.

     2.  All members must attend the two previous meetings before a Ship scheduled

      overnight activity where there are no scheduled competitive events held.  Waver of

      QD in Section 1 applies.

     3.   In both 1 & 2 above the member must submit his application and money for the

      activity no later then the two meetings previous to the planned activity.   Provided

      further that the registration due dates may be extended if required by circumstances.

      4.   In the case of Alumni Inactive members, they must conform to restrictions set

      forth by the QD on their inactive status application.  Provided further that part 3 of

      this article is conformed with as stated.

     5.   It is further provided that all members are required to show their ability to

      complete in the required Ship events and their share of elective events scheduled for

      the competitive activity.

ARTICLE XXIII  -  Vehicle Transportation:   When transportation is provide by the Ship for trips for a distance of 50 miles one-way, the following are required for each vehicle:

     1.  Each vehicle must have on board at least one person who is 21 years of age or

     older.

     2.  The vehicle must leave and return with other Ship vehicles at the beginning and

     end of scheduled trips.

     3.  Provided further that for exceptional reasons a member may request permission

     from the Skipper or Mate in Charge to provide his/her own transportation at other then

     the above times.

     4.  No vehicle, while at a Ship activity, may be used except as provide in Section 1.

ARTICLE  XXIV  -  Taps:  While on overnight Ship activities, members shall retire for the night as provided in Sections 1 and 2 of this article and shall become quite so as not to disturb others.  This article is necessary to provide the proper amount of sleep for all members.

     1.  On regular nights, retiring (taps) shall not be later then 2400 (midnight).

     2.  If the Unit's planned program goes be on 2400, (like a dance) members shall retire

      within one hour after returning to the sleeping area.

ARTICLE XXV  -  Past Members:  Members who wish to be reinstated shall enlist in the same manner as new members, provided:

     1.  They must pay all back dues owed up until the time they resigned from the Ship.

     2.  They must first submit their application for membership to the QD, who must

     approve it by a vote of at least 51%.

ARTICLE XXVI  -  Fund raising:  During fund raising projects, the QD may require members to sell a minimum number of items or complete a minimum amount of work in order to continue active service.  If a member fails to achieve the minimum he/she may be suspended and cited before the Skippers mast or Board of Inquiry.

ARTICLE  XXVII  -  The Ship's Articles as in effect on September 30, 1997, shall stand from year to year.  Any Ship Member may request a change to these Articles, in writing, to the Skipper, who shall announce said change request to the Ship's Company.  The Company shall reject or approve said request by a vote of 75% of membership.  If the change is approved it shall then be presented to the Ship's Committee and again approved by 75% of the Committee.  If the change is rejected by the Company, it maybe presented by the Skipper to the Committee.  If the Committee approves said change by 100%, then it shall become effective.

Approved this day 20 October 1997         by:   Rusty Lacey 

                                                                        Ship's Boatswain

by:  Donnie Oliver                                     by:   Douglas E. Yeckley

      Committee Chairmen                                  Skipper

ARTICLE  XXVIII  -  Ship’s Ceremonial Guard.  

Section One -  Purpose - The purpose of Ship 548 Ceremonial Guard will be to perform ceremonies for the ship, other scout units, and other Community organizations.  An example would be to conduct a flag ceremony for the American Legion.  Members of the Ceremonial Guard will also be the members of the ship that have the honor and duty to bear and guard the ship’s colors while involved in community parades.  Further they will be involved in training other members of SSS 548 in drill.

 Section Two -  Training & Certification of members of the Ship’s Ceremonial Guard will be as follows:

1.  They shall have a complete issue of uniforms as determined by the Skipper.
2.  They shall maintain their uniforms in an exceptional condition, uniforms clean and pressed, shoes spit shined, brass polished.
3.  They shall have completed and maintain proficient in the following advancement requirements :
     A.   Apprentice Req. #5 & 8, 
     B.   Ordinary Req. #1,2,6c,and 18a.
4.   Certification will be completed by the Skipper or anyone of the three Mates.

Section Three -  Assignment shall be made by the Mate in Charge of Ship’s drill on approval of the Skipper.  Membership of the Ceremonial Guard shall not exceed one third of Ship’s membership.


